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Literary Criticism: From Methodological Modernism to
Interdisciplinary Studies

Abdellah Hussein Mohammad AL-Bar

Abstract

This paper includes three topics: the first of which distinguishes two images of modernism: first,
intellectual modernism which has been associated with many creative tendencies in Baudelaire, Malerme
and others in the West. Modernism was expanded to include a large number of creative Arabs in the
twentieth century such as Adonis and Youssef Ai-Khal. Though the fire of this model has been vanished,
its glare remains. Second, methodological Modernism which appeared simple and direct as it was used by
generations of pre-linguistic critics, became very complex with post-linguist critics. Their analytic
practical criticism has become highly transcendent with a profound description. In addition, the paper
includes a description of the Arab recipient attitudes, _in both: the academic and nonacademic fields_
towards post-linguistic modernism, and the motivations of those attitudes.

Secondly, the study shows the interdisciplinary relationship in literary studies, describing its energies in
overcoming the formality of some linguistic approaches such as structuralism, stylistics and other similar
approaches whether in terms of constraining modalities of text and identifying emerging relationships
between the elements of the text, their distinctive characteristics, and binaries in the language of the text,
or in term of the form of language in the text without considering the implications of the diversity. All
this led to write about these interfaces, to bridge the gap between the approach and sciences, and the
effect of that on the fertilization of reading a text .

Thirdly, the study aims to find out the dimensions of the methodological attempt provided by Fahd Akam
for the interpretation of the text depending on three disciplines, psychology, sociology of literature and
linguistics, by describing and analyzing it in the light of the mechanisms of criticizing the criticism.
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