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Irony in the Umayyad Poetry
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Salem Mohammed Ba-Mo'men
Supervisor
Prof. Abdullah Sulaiman Al-darbou'a

Abstract
Irony plays a significant role in the literary discourse due to the fact that it is a
literary device which is based on linguistic relationships and quotations as
well as signs relevant to writing. Thus it has a denotative function that
contributes to the meaning of the text.
The first chapter of the study has dealt with an introduction and theoretical
background about Irony. Specifically, this chapter introduced the concept of
Irony, its types, and characteristics. Besides, it has tackled the concept of
Irony in the Holy Qur'an and Sunna Speech with reference to the past and
recent critical studies. Furthermore, this chapter introduced the elements, the
components, and the structure of Irony, in addition to its relationship to
parodies, satire and other literary genres such as comedy and anecdotes.
Moreover, the approaches of studying Irony have been talked with in this
chapter.
The second chapter has dealt with the linguistic formulation of Irony in the
Umayyad Poetry at the phonetic, lexical, sentence, and syntactic levels. The
third chapter studied the rhetorical structure of Irony and dealt with the
features of rhetorical deviance in semantics, pragmatics and rhetoric.
Besides, this chapter has tackled different forms of ironical imageries and the
devices of ironical structure in the Umayyad Poetry.
The fourth chapter studied the functions of Irony in the Umayyad Poetry. It
introduces the direct functions of irony which include: the expressive, the
effective, and the social functions, in addition to the indirect functions which
include the dialogue, argumentative, illustrative and the aesthetic functions.
This study opted for utilizing the aesthetic analytical methodology to achieve
the objectives of the study.
Key words: Irony, literary discourse, Umayyad Poetry
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Name of the | Number of Major of - . .
University | instructors | instructors Qualifications | Nationality
2 1 Ph.D. holder
Hudhramout 4 Translation | 1 M.A. holder :
Univ. 2 Applied 2Ph.D. |+ Yemenis
linguistics holders
San'a .
; ; 2 2Applied 2 Ph.D. ,
University linguistics holders 2 Yemenis
2 Applied 2 Ph.D. .
Aden Univ. 3 linguistics holders 2 Indians
1 .
Translation 1 Ph.D. holder 1 Iraqi
2 2 Ph.D. .
: Translation holders 2 Iraqis
Ahgaf Univ. 3 1 Applied _
linguistics 1 Ph.D. holder | 1 Egyptian
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Linefield (2001:144) concludes that though it is impossible to capture
the whole meaning of the poem when translating it, "its encapsulated
communicative meaning can be transferred if the translator recognizes
how something is said and follows the configuration in the SL text as
closely as the TL permits, and if he could justify his lexical, structural and
stylistic choices".
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Bassnett in Bassnett and Lefevere (1998:57) stated that :

There is a great deal of nonsense written about poetry and translation
too, of which the most probably known is Robert Frost's immensely silly
remark that 'poetry is what gets lost in translation', which implies that

poetry is some intangible, ineffable thing (a presence? a spirit?) which,
although constructed in language cannot be transposed across languages.
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