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Shoura in the Life of Omar Ibn Al-Khattab

Abdulaziz Saeed Salim Bazara

Abstract

The importance of this research lies in the fact that it sheds light on Al-Farooq's counsel
applications. He (May Almighty Allah have mercy upon him) is considered to be the father
of the Shoura (counsel) constitution in the Rashidun (Rightly — Guided) era. The Shoura was
a distinct feature of his caliphate. He laid the blueprints of the Shoura in the Islamic system
of government. This research deals with a historical study of counseling (Shoura) in the life
of Omar Ibn Al-Khattab May Allah be pleased with him. The research is organized into an
introduction, a short biography of Omar, and five other sections.

In The first section, | referred to various examples of consultations of Prophet Muhammed
peace be upon him (PBUH) with Omar Ibn Al-Khattab, nicknamed as Al-Farooq. These
situations were mentioned in the Sunnah and the Prophet's biography. Al-Farooq Omar
enjoyed a high status with the Prophet, so he was his second counselor after Abu-Bakr Al-
Siddiq .

The second section discussed Al-Farooq's consultations after the death of Prophet
Muhammed (PBUH). This section deals with the counsel of Omer during the caliphate of
Abu-Bakr Al-Siddiq .

Furthermore, | highlighted Al-Farooqg's role in the initial consultation conference conducted
by Muslims, known as "the Sagifa meeting." | also emphasized Omer's proactive approach in
nominating Abu-Bakr Al-Siddiq as the Prophet's (PBUH) successor. Adopting the Shoura
method in naming the caliphate of Muslims has been the main reason for uniting Muslims. |
pointed out Farooq's method of persuasion and dialogue resulting in unanimous agreement
naming Abu-Bakr Al-Siddiq to become the first caliphate of Muslims. This section also
sheds light on Abu-Bakr Al-Siddiq appointing Omar as his successor and instances of
consulting with Omar, as well as the practical application of consultation.

The third section explained the Shoura and its features during the succession of Al-Faroog. |
studied his counseling approach, his advisors' role and position during his caliphate, his most
prominent advisors as well as his sayings about Shoura.

The Fourth section gives examples of counseling practices during his caliphate. This section
extensively discusses the most famous applications of counseling during the caliphate of
Omar Ibn Al-Khattab.

The fifth section explains Al-Farooq's interpretations regarding the naming of his successor.
The researcher examines the consultation arrangements formulated by Omar Ibn Al-Khattab,
which were implemented after his death. The study explores how Muslims practiced
counseling (Shoura) to the fullest extent when selecting their ruler. | tried to explain how
Omar Ibn Al-Khattab paid close attention to the Shoura until the end of his life, portraying
his remarkable thinking as an influential leader. His greatness stems from his profound
understanding and practical application of Islam. The research concludes the results and is
followed by the references list.

Keywords: Shoura, Omar lbn Al-Khattab, The companions of the Prophet, Opinions,
Freedom
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