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Representations of the Other in the Self Narrator's Mirror in
Salim Al-'Abad's Novel 'The Gossip of Ports'

Taha Hussein Ali Alhadhrami

Abstract

This paper aims to study the novel 'Gossip of Ports'. The study uses a cultural civilizational
narrative approach to show the nature of the civilizational contacts with the other in this
novel. The Yemeni literary critical studies lack the use of this approach to a certain extent.
The researcher raises many questions and enquiries such as what is the nature of the
relationship between the self and the other (between the East and the West) in this novel?;
What regulates this relationship? Is it based on friendliness or exploitation? Is it a realistic or
imaginary relationship? Does this relationship help to search for the self or help the self in its
conflict with the other®

The relationship between the self and the other in this novel is formed through interrelated
dualities such as the duality of self and the other; the duality of the East and the West, and
the duality of femininity and masculinity. Despite its contact with the self, the other remains
unknown to the self with reference to language and customs, thus creating a cultural and
civilizational dilemma.

The novel 'Gossip of Ports utilizes narrative space represented by the European part,
Germany, which has no colonization experience in the East in contrast to some European
countries that have occupied territories of the East. Therefore, the European spatial space is
neutral belonging to the West entirely. The East is represented by a young man who comes
from South Arabia (Hadhramout) heavily burdened with the feeling of backwardness;
a feeling from which the self emerges as culturally and linguistically alienated upon the other
which imposes a civilizational power and cultural dominance.

Keywords: the self, the other, Interculturalism, The Gossip of Ports, Yemeni narrative
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