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Depiction Connotation on the Speaker: An Interpretive Reading of
the Discourse of Woman's Depiction in
the Mu'alaga of Imru’ Al-Qays

Abdul Qader Ali Ba-Essa
Abstract

This research aims to delve into the discourse of women’s depiction in the Mu'alaga of Imru’
Al-Qays. The discourse was composed to depict the qualities of admired women. The paper
seeks to uncover aspects of the speaker, the poet himself, based on women's depiction. The
discourse of depiction in the Mu'alaga intertwines between two entities: the speaker and the
described woman. The depiction comprises an array of images presented in a coherent
rhetorical structure, forming connotative interconnections that give the descriptive discourse
its unity. The specificity of the discourse lies not only in the described woman, but also in the
speaker. The present paper attempts to deduce and interpret the descriptive discourse by
revisiting the imagery that the speaker created on himself within the text. It is often assumed
that the speaker is in a constant state while the described woman is inconstant. However, in
reality, the speaker is constantly changing through the attributes he bestows upon the
described woman. Both entities are embodied within the text connotation and its semantic
interactions, which cannot be a settled state. Consequently, there is no absolute, stable reality
within the text for either of them, especially considering that the realm of depiction is
emotional and imaginative. Therefore, any dominance discussed in this research pertains to
the dominance of discourse, not the poet as the speaker or the woman as the described object.

Keywords: Self, Depiction, Speaker, The Described Woman, Interpretation.
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