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The Practice of Saving Spaces in the Front Rows of Mosques:
A Study of its Islamic Ruling and Implications

Zabn Aziz Khalaf AL-Asafi Khalid Mohammad buHassan

Abstract

The mission of the mosque is sublime, as it is more comprehensive than merely technically
performing the formal obligation of Salat (prayers). Rather, the meaning of performing Salat
refers to performing it within its limits and obligations, and performing the perfect bowing,
prostration, and humility therein.

Worship has a moral impact that should be achieved in the worshipers' lives. It refreshes
Muslims' minds about the remembrance of Almighty Allah five times per day.

The present research explained the ruling of reserving spaces for performing Salat in the first
rows in mosques, based on authentic hadiths and the sayings of scholars in the same regard.
Whoever sits in a place, then a need arises for him, or he needs to perform ablution, he may
leave; According to the saying of the Prophet - may Allah bless him and grant him peace -:
“Whoever leaves his space and then returns to it, he has more right to it.”

Whoever proceeds to a space in the mosque and sits there to pray, the right to seize it is not
proved for another prayer afterward. Rather, whoever proceeds after that to the same space
has more right to it, and no one else has the right to disturb him from it. According to the
saying of the Prophet - may Allah bless him and grant him peace -: “None of you should ask
a man to stand up from a space he is sitting in and then he himself sits therein.”

Worshipers should learn the rules of conduct for mosques to understand their sanctity and
protect them from any sort of mischief that does not befit, for mosques are the refuge of the
believers' hearts, who resort to them to escape the hustle and bustle of life and find
tranquility and peace of mind.

The researcher explained the effects of reserving spaces in mosques, with in-text authentic
references, including:

1- It is forbidden to cross the people in prayers especially those who reserve spaces, then
arrive late; Because the Prophet - may Allah bless him and grant him peace - said to those
who came late: “Sit down, for you have harmed and came late.

2- Reserving spaces for Salat in mosques is a reason for hatred and resentment for those who
had been to the same space and were deprived of it because of putting a turban or something
else in the space (as to reserve it)

3- The research included a distinction between praiseworthy competition governed by Sharia
controls and reprehensible competition in which a Muslim uses illegal means to achieve
noble goals.

4- The research explained that whoever is keen to reserve spaces is unjust to himself
because he took what he did not deserve. He is a usurper of the space and does not deserve it.
Mosques belong to Allah, and people are equal in them. In addition, the paper explained
other consequences of reserving the spaces in mosques.

I ask Almighty Allah to accept this research as unique for His honorable Face and to benefit
its author, readers, and publishers.

Keywords: Reserving, Spaces, Mosques, Salat (prayers), Ruling.
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