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Jamadar Ali bin Abdullah Al-Awlaki and his Relationship with the
Political Conflict in Hadhramaut from 1857 to 1882

Najla Sood Mubarak Bin Ageel

Abstract

The research aimed at examining the personality of Jamadar Ali bin Abdullah Al-Awlaki and
his relationship with the political conflict in Hadhramaut during the period from 1857 to
1882. The study highlighted the underlying reasons for his involvement in this conflict and
his position towards the conflict parties in Hyderabad and Hadhramaut. In addition, the study
investigated Al-Awlaki's efforts to establish his presence in Hadhramaut and to build
relationships with concerned bodies in it in an attempt to find a foothold in Hadhramaut.

This research depended on the historical texts in references to prove the information and facts
mentioned in-text of the paper, using the historical method in collecting, presenting and
organizing the scientific material. In many instances, the researcher relied on inference and
analysis to reach a number of conclusions. The research showed that Al-Awlaki came out of
this conflict defeated and he withdrew from the political scene in Hadhramaut. Al-Awlaki's
fortress, a symbol of his power, was destroyed as by Al-Quaiti in order to further humiliate
him.

The research period coincided with the beginning interest of the British in Hadhramaut.
Instead of monitoring its situation from a distance from Aden, Britain involved in direct
relations with Hadhramaut. The research also showed the change in the political map in
Hadhramaut with the birth of the modern Quaiti Sultanate with the British support. The
princes of Al-Kasadi in Mukalla and Ben Buraik in Ash Shihr left the political scene
permanently, while the influence of Al-Kathir was restricted to some areas of Wadi
Hadhramaut.

Key Words: Ali bin Abdullah Al-Awlaki, Al-Quaiti, Al-Kathir, Al-Kasadi, Conflict
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