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The political and social role of slaves in Hadhramout
Najla Sood Mubarak Ageel

Abstract

The Hadhrami society has known slavery throughout its ancient history, and the presence of
slaves continued in modern times, with their numbers increasing due to some Hadhramis
engaging in the slave trade. This was facilitated by Hadhramout's geographical location along
a long coastal strip, featuring two ports: Mukalla and Al-Shihr. Additionally, local rulers of
Hadhramout needed slaves to fill the gaps in their armies, making slaves a category within
Hadhrami society, albeit occupying the lowest position in its social structure".

This research explores the political and social role of slaves in Hadhramout, especially since
Hadhrami society knew slaves in ancient times, and they were used in agriculture and in
serving Hadhrami society, especially among the upper classes. With the passage of time,
slaves increased in number and they had their own residential neighborhoods. They practiced
many professions and crafts, and their role developed on more than one level, as they held
administrative and military positions, and were close to sultans, masters, and sheikhs.
Moreover, they enjoyed the trust of their owners, and they interacted with Hadhrami society,
which is known for its flexibility to coexist among all its classes on the basis of respect for
the social status of everyone.

While slaves in many societies sought liberation and the removal of the cloak of slavery due
to the oppression, servitude, and lack of rights they suffered, the situation of slaves in
Hadhramout was different. They were granted individual emancipation by their owners
before the emancipation law was enacted, not to mention the rights and privileges granted to
them by the sultans of Hadhramout, which prompted them to stand against emancipation and
liberation and demanded to remain under the protection of their masters. They even rebelled
against their sultans in order to preserve their status. However, the development of events and
the fight against slavery and its international criminalization forced them to surrender to the
reality and accept it.

Keywords: Slaves - Hadhramout - Society - Slave Trade.
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