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Urban Planning Challenges in the Most Important
Cities of Wadi Hadhramout

Mohammed Salem Omair Musaybah

Abstract

This research paper summarizes a study of the challenges of urban planning in the major cities of
Wadi Hadhramaut —in Yemen—which are witnessing extensive urban transformation, rapid
urbanization, and increasing population growth, without corresponding clear plans. This has led to
the imposition of a planning situation suffering from several problems that hinder development and
increase the repetition of mistakes. In this part of Yemen, which represents a form of planning
disparity influenced by the terrain, especially the relationship between land and urbanization, and the
relationship between urbanization and land management through systems, laws, and building
regulations.

The researcher uses the descriptive-analytical method of maps and statistical charts and relies on
Geographic Information Systems (GIS). The results show that the area faces a number of challenges,
including the natural challenge that affected the urban planning direction, and the second challenge is
human, represented by population growth and city expansion along with weak strategic plans for the
future of the cities.

Keywords: urban planning, flooding, Wadi Hadhramout
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