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Urban and architectural values of the historic city of Al-Hajrain

Abaid Ali Abdallah Bazyad Sabri Awad Abood Al-tarimi
Saleh Ahmed Bin Laswad

Abstract

The historic city of Al-Hajrain is one of the most prominent heritage cities in Yemen in general, and in
Hadhramout in particular, due to its unique urban and architectural characteristics that reflect the
interaction between humankind and nature and the local environment. This research aims to analyze the
distinctive urban and architectural values of the city and reveal the reciprocal relationship between them
in shaping the place's identity and cultural distinctiveness. It also seeks to document the features that have
made the city a comprehensive model incorporating authenticity and integrity. This study has adopted the
historical method and the descriptive-analytical method to provide a comprehensive understanding of the
city's development and values. The findings show that Al-Hajrain is characterized by a terraced urban
plan that is compatible with the mountainous terrain, and the use of local building materials such as mud,
stone, and plaster, in addition to architectural elements that reflect the Hadhrami identity, such as ornate
wooden windows, mashrabiyas (latticework screens), and flat roofs. The city also highlights important
urban values, such as its strategic location, privacy, and social integration, making it a sustainable model
worthy of preservation and documentation. The study recommends the necessity of including the city on
national and international cultural heritage lists and strengthening restoration and documentation efforts
to preserve this unique architectural legacy.

Keywords: values, urbanism, architecture, heritage, mud architecture, Al-Hijrain.
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