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Customs and Traditions of Women's Wedding Ceremonies
in Al-Dais Al-Shargiyah City

Abdulbast Saeed Albrek Alghrabi

Abstract

Al-Dais Al-Shargiyah city, one of the coastal cities of Hadhramout, holds significant historical and
cultural importance due to its strategic location, which has brought together diverse environments
(marine, mountainous, urban, and Bedouin). This environmental diversity has had a profound impact on
the cultural and social traditions of its residents, particularly in wedding ceremonies. The city's wedding
customs reflect a unique blend of coastal, urban, mountainous, and Bedouin elements, consistent with the
environment in which its people live. The ceremonies begin with the search for a bride, engagement, and
determination of the "Ribout" day "pre-wedding ritual day", where the bride is covered with a traditional
cloth by one of her relatives. This is followed by "Mishtarahat" or "Tawabel" (female drummers),
"Hidani" (a type of rhythmic chant praising the bride and her family), and other ceremonies such as
"Targah,” "Henna," "Qasbah," "Seriyah, wedding convey" "Dukhla, wedding night" and "Khawadh.” The
final ceremony is "Yawm Al-Muhayah, congratulating day" where the bride's relatives are introduced,
and gifts are given. Some post-wedding ceremonies include "Al-Sandah™ and "Qali Dar Al-'Arus."

Keywords: Women's Customs, Wedding Ceremony, "Muhayah, handshaking”, Sandah.
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