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Hadhrami Towns in Abu Sarajin's Poetry: A Study of
their symbolism and Connotations

Salem Jumaan Salem Qougah

Abstract

Hadhrami cities and towns have a distinguished position in Hadhrami literature and art. These towns
represent a cultural center rich in history, heritage and literature. Also, Hadhrami cities and towns
received the attention of the popular poet Muhammad Ahmad bin Hawi Bawazir, known as Abu Sarajin.
This study aims to examine the relationship of this popular poet with Hadhrami cities and towns, to show
the cultural heritage of these towns, and to examine the apparent meanings of Abu Sarajin’s poetry.

To clarify its inner meanings, trace its symbolic trend and its motives of political and social unrest,
suffering, psychological pressure, and intellectual and economic terrorism. This study relies on the
semiotics approach and on what textual linguistic studies have reached at the level of the individual and
the structure, using the two techniques: description and analysis.

Keywords: Hadrami towns - folk poetry - Abu Sarajin - symbolism - semantics - semiotics.
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