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Hadhrami Proverbs & Their Impact on Preserving
Identity & Highlighting the Character of Cities

Ahmed Karama Salem Musaibah

Abstract

The aim of this research is to study Hadhrami proverbs and their role in preserving identity and
highlighting the character of Hadhrami cities and towns. These proverbs «which have been circulated
throughout Hadhramaut’s rich history and are still in use today «reflect a cultural continuity. This study
seeks to trace popular proverbs that emphasize the reinforcement of Hadhrami identity by encouraging
people to remain in the land of their ancestors and avoid migration <as well as by holding firmly to
Hadhrami customs «traditions «and crafts without replacing or erasing them. It also follows the proverbs
that mention Hadhrami cities and towns <linking—through linguistic and rhetorical analysis—the sources
and wording of the proverbs to the distinguishing features of those localities. In this way <the study shows
how proverbs reinforced the identity and character of Hadhrami towns and cities «with the aim of
uncovering the artistic construction of Hadhrami proverbs and the profound meanings they convey.

The objective is to emphasize the artistic features of Hadhrami proverbs «which represent an aesthetic «
ethical «and intellectual heritage that embodies the identity of peoples <encourages generations to remain
attached to their deep-rooted identity <and preserves the traditions and crafts of their ancestors .

The research addresses how these proverbs affirm Hadhrami identity <their role in portraying the
character of Hadhrami towns <and how they employ language in a semiotic style to reinforce this. It also
shows how all of this enriches imagery and meaning «adds dimensions of transformation and deviation «
and how these artistic expressions called for strengthening the Hadhrami community’s attachment to its
identity and homeland.
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