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Shibam from the Past Civilization to the Present Challenges

Hanaa Abdulkarim Fadl Abdullah

Abstract

Shibam Hadhramout is one of Yemen's oldest historical cities and is also renowned in the Arab world. It is
often called the "Manhattan of the Desert" because of its tall mud-brick buildings from the 16th century.
Its distinctive architecture shows the creativity of the Yemeni people in sustainable construction.
UNESCO designated it a World Heritage Site in 1982 to honor its cultural significance. Today, Shibam
faces significant challenges, most notably floods, neglect, conflict, and population migration, threatening
its survival. Despite this, local and international efforts are underway to protect it, most notably
restoration projects supported by UNESCO and the European Union. Preserving Shibam is

a humanitarian and cultural responsibility to ensure the continuation of this heritage for future
generations.

Keywords: Shibam, Hadhramout, World Heritage, Mud, Traditional Architecture, Floods, Challenges,
Restoration
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