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Administrative Development in Mukalla City, 1920-1967 CE
(The Administration of Immigration and Passports: A Case Study)

Adel Saleh Abdullah Al-Yamani

Abstract

Comparing the Migration and Passports Department to other Emirates of the occupied South of Yemen,
Hadhramout was in a relatively more favorable position, as it possessed comparatively advanced
administrative structures. Nevertheless, the administrative system remained modest and did not evolve
into a fully institutionalized framework. British policy in South Yemen underwent substantial
transformations, particularly in the administrative sphere. In late 1935, the British government thought of
transferring the administration of Aden and the Protectorates from the Government of British India to the
Colonial Office in London. Following this transition, Harold Ingrames was appointed as Political
Resident in the Eastern Protectorate, including Hadhramout, from 1937 to 1944. Through a series of
advisory agreements with the Qu‘aiti Sultanate, he succeeded in introducing a set of political and
economic reforms that had a lasting influence on Hadhramout. This study examines the trajectory of
administrative reform in Mukalla, the capital of the Qu‘aiti Sultanate and the primary center from which
political, economic, social, and cultural transformations radiated across the Sultanate. Specifically, it
provides a documentary analysis of the administrative evolution of Migration and Passports Department,
focusing on the following themes:

*The conceptual framework of administrative reform.

*The notion of Hadhrami migration.

*The rationale for issuing passports and their linkage with East Africa.

*The historical stages in the development of travel documents in Hadhramout.

Keywords: Hadhramout, Mukalla, administrative reform, migration, passports, East Africa
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