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The Economic Factor in Shaping Hadrami Cities and Towns:
A Historical Study: Tarim City as a Case Study

Sabri Hadi Afif

Abstract

This study aims to identify the economic factor in the formation of Hadhrami cities and towns. It focuses
on the city of Tarim as a prominent model that reflects the Hadhrami particularity. While Tarim has stood
out for centuries as a religious and cultural center; it did not negate its vital role in the fields of trade,
economic migration, agriculture, livestock, handicrafts, and religious education. The study reviews how
the social and religious environment in Tarim contributed to shaping an economy based on migration and
financial remittances and how endowment institutions played a role in developing the local community. It
also highlights the modern economic challenges. The researcher relied in this study on the historical
method and the descriptive-analytical method. The importance of this study lies in highlighting the
economic factor in the formation of Hadhrami cities and towns .

The study is divided into an introduction and four sections :

Section One: Geography and the Economic History of Hadhramaut .

1- The geographical location and its impact .

2- Features of economic activity in Hadhrami cities.

3- Natural and human factors affecting the economy .

Section Two: Traditional Economic Activities.

1- Agriculture .

2- Trade.

3- Livestock .

4- Handicraft industries .

Section Three: Hadhrami Migration and Its Economic Role .

1- Causes and motives of migration .

2- Financial remittances and their impact .

3- Endowment institutions .

Section Four: Economic Challenges and Future Prospects .

1- Contemporary economic challenges.

2- The impact of political and social factors.

3- Suggestions and policies for developing the local economy .

Then follows the conclusion, the most important recommendations, appendices, and the list of resources
and references .
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