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Customs and Traditions in Hadhramaut
(Ash Shihr and Shibam): A Comparative Study

Arika Ahmed Saleh Abbad

Abstract

Hadhramaut Governorate in Yemen is characterized by a rich cultural diversity. A rich heritage is clearly
embodied in the cities of Ash Shihr and Shibam, where the customs and traditions of these two cities
constitute a unique model that reflects the depth of the region's history and cultural identity.

These heritage practices vary between religious rituals, folk arts, and traditional cuisine, forming a
cohesive social fabric that maintains its continuity across generations.

The cities of Ash Shihr and Shibam hold special significance in the history of Hadhramaut, which can be
summarized as follows:

Ash Shihr represented the historic seaport of Hadhramaut, where trade activity flourished, particularly
with Africa and Asia, creating a unique cultural blend. Shibam represented a commercial and religious
center in the interior region of Hadhramaut, also known as Wadi Hadhramaut. It was also famous for its
unique mud architecture and was particularly influenced by migration to Southeast Asia.

Keywords: Hadhramaut, Ash Shihr, Shibam, customs and traditions, comparison
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