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Highlighting the Hadhrami Cultural Identity in the Writings of Hadhrami
Towns A Study of the Book *Damoon by Bamtaraf as a Model*

Mohammed Yaslam Abd Al-Noor

Abstract

The book "Damoon: A Reading in Its Past and Present" by Omar Abdullah Bamtaraf is considered one of
the most comprehensive and significant works addressing the history of Hadhrami towns, specifically the
town of Damoon in Tarim. It serves as an encyclopedic reference that explores all dimensions of the
town’s history—political, economic, social, scientific, and architectural—from its earliest appearance to
the present day. Its extensive length of 850 pages attests to its scope and depth.

This book highlights the Hadhrami cultural identity. Although it focuses primarily on Damoon, a
significant portion of its content discusses the city of Tarim, of which Damoon is currently a district
located in the northern part, despite not having historically been part of it.

The author’s reading of his hometown, which also reflects a broader view of Tarim, serves as a lens
through which the larger geographical and cultural entity of Hadhramaut is examined. This is due to the
shared and overlapping features and characteristics that define Hadhrami identity—particularly in terms
of traditions and customs that fall under the domain of anthropology (human history), as well as cultural
arts that have played a significant role in shaping the unique identity of these towns and villages. These
elements are thoroughly analyzed in the study following a discussion of the book’s content, methodology,
and sources.

Keywords: Hadhrami Cultural Identity — Damoon-— Traditions and Customs — Cultural Arts.
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