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Hadhrami Cities and Towns in the Writings of Travelers and
Geographers ( -7th Century AH/9th-13th Century AD)

Taha Hussein Hadil

Abstract

This study explores the history of Hadhrami cities and towns as documented in the writings of travelers
and geographers from the 3rd to the 7th century AH (9th to 13th century AD). These accounts serve as
major sources that are indispensable for any historian seeking to write about the past. In addition, they
reflect the lived experiences of the people who inhabited and worked in these cities and towns. This
research aims to delve into the works of these writers, who often focused on aspects of daily life, culture,
social structures, customs, and economic foundations, rather than political events. The study also
examines the geographical characteristics, architectural styles, and economic features of these cities and
towns. Notably, most of the travelers and geographers did not reach the regions and cities they wrote
about, but they relied on different and varied sources for their information, including the writings of those
who preceded them from historians, travelers, geographers, geographers, genealogists, linguists and
others, and those they met from the inhabitants of those regions in some trading stations, Hajj and Umrah
seasons, markets, mosques and other places, in addition to those who visited them from among the
merchants, sheikhs, scholars and students of knowledge. They formed a source of their information by
virtue of their residence and association with the communities of those cities and towns.
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