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Urban and Social Transformations of Hadhramaut’s Towns and Villages
(4th-7th AH Centuries, 10th-13th Centuries):
An Analytical Historical Study

Jamal Abdulhabib Abdulgawi Al-Kaldi

Abstract

This study examines the urban and social transformations that took place in the towns of Hadramout
between the 4th and 7th AH centuries. It also outlines the historical background of Hadramout during this
period, with a particular focus on the impact of its geographical location on economic activity. The study
also analyzes the social life in Hadrami cities and towns as well as the key factors that influenced their
development.

The findings indicate that Hadramout’s natural environment provided favorable conditions for agriculture
and trade, which contributed to population stability and the expansion of towns. Political and economic
shifts played an active role in shaping the urban landscape of the region. Moreover, the social structure
based on tribal systems and religious functions was instrumental in building a cohesive society that
preserved its cultural identity over time. In addition, the results assert that this period served as a
foundational phase for a new stage of urban and social development in Hadramout, underscoring the need
for further specialized studies to deepen the historical understanding of the region.
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