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The Names of Hadhrami Cities and Localities in the South
Arabian (Sayhadic) Inscriptions

Abdullah Ahmed Makiyash

Abstract

The study of geographical place names and settlements aims to preserve a cultural heritage that has been
transmitted across generations since ancient times. Such heritage requires documentation, examination,
and analysis in terms of its origins, semantic values, historical background, and its significance for
historical and linguistic research. Scholars of diverse backgrounds and languages have devoted
considerable attention to toponymy, producing numerous studies that attest to the scholarly and cultural
importance of this field. Furthermore, examining place names as they occur in ancient inscriptions—
according to some researchers—entails excavating the linguistic past of these records, tracing the
continuity of site names across time, and exploring their ancient and modern forms. This process
contributes to raising scholarly awareness and stimulating further inquiry into the historical,
archaeological, and linguistic dimensions of these names. The current study investigates the place names
of present-day Hadhramout as attested in South Arabian inscriptions (Sabaean, Minaean, Hadramitic, and
Qatabanic), drawing primarily on sources such as CIH, RES, JA, among others.

Keywords: Countries, Places, Hadhramout, South Arabian Inscriptions
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