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The Geographical Foundations of Tourism in the Cities and Towns of
Hadhramout Coast and Its Immediate Hinterland

Ali Hussein Al-Bar

Abstract

This study falls under the second axis on economy and development, specifically its third branch
concerned with tourism and its role in the development of Hadhrami cities and towns. It is presented to
the Seventh Scientific Conference on Hadhrami Cities and Towns (History, Present, and Future), hosted
by the Hadhramout Center for Historical Studies. The study focuses on one of the most attractive regions
in Hadhramout for tourism, provided that it is invested in appropriately and in harmony with its natural
and human resources. The area also offers various tourist services that contribute to enjoyable
experiences, whether for leisure or for cultural and scientific purposes—such as visiting archaeological
and historical sites, attending heritage festivals, as well as medical and shopping tourism. The coastal
plain region, located in the far south of Hadhramout Governorate overlooking the Arabian Sea, stretches
from Brom in the west to Qusay‘ir in the east over a distance of more than 450 km. It includes most of the
Hadhrami cities (seven out of twelve) in 1994, and the largest of them, along with its immediate
hinterland (the complementary area of these cities), where a considerable number of towns are scattered,
each with populations ranging from 2,000 to less than 5,000. About 39.1% of the population of
Hadhramout—estimated at 1,028,556 according to the 2004 census—reside in this plain across six
districts, including Mukalla. Developing tourism in the cities and towns of Hadhramaut’s coastal region
requires the construction of paved and wide roads, improvements in electricity supply and potable water
distribution with enhanced productivity, as well as the upgrading of healthcare and security services
across the region in general and its towns and cities in particular. The research adopts the regional
descriptive and statistical methodology to achieve its objectives and relies on a collection of references
relevant to the topic, in addition to statistical books and personal interviews. Finally, the study will
present a set of findings and recommendations that will be beneficial in planning for the development of
the tourism sector along the Hadhramout coast.

Keywords: Geographical components of tourism: Natural and human potentials contributing to tourism
revitalization
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