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Modern Philosophy in the Thought of René Descartes and His
Opponents: A Theoretical and Analytical Study

Nabihah Abdulkareem Shaif Nasir
Abstract

René Descartes was a natural scientist, a French philosopher in the realms of philosophy,
mathematics, physics, and analytical geometry. He was also a physiologist and one of the foremost
founders of analytical geometry. Descartes studied under the Jesuits at the Jesuit College in the
French city of La Fléche. Although he frequently traveled, he eventually settled in the Netherlands.
His philosophy was closely linked to his views on mathematics, the origin of the universe, and
physics.

Descartes is known as the "Father of Modern Philosophy." His methodology and thinking focused on
the direct truth of self-consciousness and the ideas he considered innate (which included his views on
God, material substance, and the immaterial spiritual substance).

Despite facing criticism and opposition from philosophers of his time regarding the adoption of his
methodology and its lack of novelty, Descartes repeatedly emphasized in his writings that his method
was a developed one. By this, he meant that his method was new in terms of approach and purpose,
but not in terms of discovery. In other words, Descartes did not deny that his method wasn’t new in
itself. He succeeded in developing a way for applying it using modern scientific techniques. He
distanced himself from the experimental methods relied on by the philosophers of his era.

Descartes followed the method of skeptical inquiry into the possibility of inherited knowledge, rather
than knowledge created by the mind itself, based on the innate principles embedded within it. In this
sense, Descartes called for skepticism toward all knowledge in order to rebuild it on rational
foundations. Therefore, for Descartes, truth was not what the senses presented but rather what the
skepticism ultimately led to, making truth synonymous with what is intuitively obvious or what is
beyond doubt. Descartes faced considerable criticism and was accused of falsehood and deception;
however, he was able to confront such charges through rigorous argumentation and scientific
justification aimed at the pursuit of truth and its attainment.

Keywords: Philosophy, modern philosophy, philosophy of mind, metaphysics, philosophical

method, instinct.
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