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The Impact of Social Control on Family and Community Deviance:
A Field Study on a Sample of Families from Aden

Nasir Abdulnabi Ahmed Saleh

Abstract

Social control is a key concept in sociology, as it regulates behavior of individuals and
maintains the balance between personal freedom and public order. This study explores the
impact of social control on family and community deviance in the city of Aden, using a
sociological approach that combines theoretical analysis and fieldwork. The research
employed a descriptive-analytical method, and utilized a survey of 88 families across three
districts in Aden.

The findings revealed multiple factors that have contributed to the spread of deviant
behaviors. These factors included weakened mechanisms of family and community control,
coupled with political, economic crises and the declining role of formal institutions. Poverty,
unemployment, and administrative corruption emerged as the driving force behind deviant
behaviors such as family disintegration, domestic violence, crime, and drug abuse. The
family, school, and media remained essential institutions for deviance mitigation.

The study recommends strengthening the family’s role in socialization, enhancing the role of
educational institutions, providing job opportunities for youth, ensuring fair law enforce ment,
and utilizing media to raise societal awareness. These results provide theoretical and
practical insights that can help in formulating more effective strategies to reinforce social
control in Yemen in general, and Aden in particular.

Keywords: Social control, Deviance, Family, Adeni society, Unemployment, Poverty,
Administrative corruption.
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