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The Port of Aden (1960 — 1969) A Political
and Economic Study

Abdulkhaleg Omer Afef

Abstract

The Port of Aden port was a vital center of commercial and maritime activity and a principal
station for services to incoming, outgoing, and transiting vessels along the international
shipping route. This was due to the integrated services it provided, including shipping
agencies, marine supply services, import and export activities, free trade, and transit trade.
The port was frequented by fleets of large foreign vessels whose companies maintained
representative offices in Aden until 1967. (Before the independence)

The port authority played a central role in formulating development plans to enable the port
to keep pace with rapid transformations in fuel trade and exponential expansion of global
commerce. Regulatory legislation also contributed to organizing commercial and maritime
activities within the port, allowing it to achieve a high level of distinction and
competitiveness and to rank among the leading ports in comparison with neighboring ports.
At This stage, the port reached its peak activity, providing commercial and maritime services
of an international character.

However, this prosperity did not continue, as the port entered a period of decline and
contraction. Its activity was affected by both external and internal developments, particularly
the closure of the Suez Canal after the Israeli invasion in June 1967, in addition to the
issuance of the low of the public sector economic corporation and national planning
(nationalization) on 27november1969.

Keywords: Port Authority —Berths-Anchorages-Ships-Port Union-Nationalization Low.
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