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Citizenship and Youth Orientations towards National Belonging and
Loyalty: A Field Study on a Sample Model of Aden Youths

Galal Abdullah Fare'a

Abstract

The study aimed to identify the concepts of belonging, national loyalty, and citizenship and their
characteristics among young people. Moreover, it sought to highlight the factors that affect the formation
of national loyalty among a sample of youths. In addition, the study aimed to know youth's attitudes
towards their loyalty and belonging to their motherland and their Arab nationalism. To achieve the study
objectives, the researcher used the analytical descriptive approach. The researcher selected a random
sample of 71 young participants without a profession, though they have university qualifications
(Bachelor's).

The study reached several results, the most important of which are: the ease of joining any group or
religious organization, or partisan by youths, the thing that contributes to fulfilling some of their dreams
and aspirations. Consequently, those youths ignored their homeland's national interest. Moreover, the
emotional, national and religious loyalty have disappeared in the inner feelings of those youth as a result
of the enthusiastic slogans recalled till present time .

Furthermore, the study revealed that the political conflicts and continuous wars have destroyed the
youth's dreams. This is due to the fact that, there is a group of the decision-makers in the Government that
is making a living from the current situation, at the expense of the youth’s dreams and their social,
economic, religious and emotional stability.

The study also made some recommendations. First, there is a need to reach quick and urgent solutions to
stabilize the political situation. Second, there is a need to end war and internal conflicts. Third, there is a
need to contain young people and involve them in the democratic process and economic and political
development. Fourth, there is a need to open investment fields and support young people financially in
establishing economic projects. Fifth, there is a need to restore confidence among young people and the
institution of the sovereign state.
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