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The Role of Broadcasting in Addressing Women's issues in Hadhramout
Governorate (Mukalla Broadcasting as a Model)

Qaisar Hussein Alami

Abstract

The media and communication play a large and important role in the development and advancement of
nations and peoples through the educational, enlightenment and awareness programs they provide. These
programs may include news and information programs that make them aware of what is going on around
them in their local, national, international or global environment. The study aimed to identify the role of
Mukalla Broadcasting in the development of Hadhrami women "housewives". Moreover, it sought to
contribute to presenting issues that touch on those women's social and family life. Furthermore, it aimed
to identify the nature and quality of radio programs, and the extent of benefiting from those programs
offered by Radio Mukalla. The local radio station of Mukalla in the coast of Hadhramout is one of the
media and communication audio aids in Hadhramout in the whole country. It has actively contributed to
the development of the Hadhrami community through its cultural, and informative content since its
establishment on (September 28, 1967 AD) .

Women represent one of the segments of the Hadhrami society that Al-Mukalla Broadcasting has paid
more attention to since its early years. Moreover, it has dedicated programs to this segment that care
about women and address their important issues and open space for dialogue on those women’s issues
and what concerns the family and the country in general.

The ease of access to Mukalla Broadcasting in the coast of Hadhramout via mobile, smart phones and
personal computers, the small size of the transistor radio, the ease of listening to the radio at any time and
any place and from the various segments of the Hadhrami society, and the diversity and multiplicity of its
educational and cultural levels have contributed to strengthening and consolidating the importance of
radio in the minds of the public and its connection with it. Mukalla Broadcasting has an impact in
supporting development issues including women's issues and trying to address them directly and
indirectly, involving them in all issues related to them and their family, and trying to solve some of the
thorny concepts that they face in their daily lives through all women's, family, community and
development programs.

Reasons for choosing the subject of the study:

While we followed the media studies on media and communication in Hadhramout, we did not find any
academic scientific study concerned with the role of the prestigious local radio station in the development
of Hadhrami women’s issues. Besides, the study may reveal the contribution of this prestigious radio to
the development of women and raising their educational and cultural level, and making them active and
influential members, contributing with their counterparts , i.e., men in achieving the civilized renaissance
of society. Therefore, this study seeks to identify the role of Mukalla Broadcasting in addressing the
issues of Hadhrami women and the extent of their contribution to improving their educational and cultural
status, and removing obstacles and difficulties that hinder their progress, development and involvement in
the sustainable development process. Consequently, the problem of carrying out this study this study lies
in the lack of information and data regarding the role of Mukalla Broadcasting in addressing Hadhrami
women's issues from the point of view of housewives.

The program cycles of this radio station in the last six years, especially after 2015, witnessed a complete
absence of programs for women, such as (Women’s Corner), (The Family Magazine), (The Family
World) or (The Happy Home). Therefore, this study will also address the efforts made by some of the
cadres of this radio to correct the defect in the absence of special programs for women in the program
sessions of the radio in recent years. Moreover, there is a need to develop these programs, and assign the
task of preparing them to specialized cadres in the preparation of women and family programs.
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