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Terms of prepositions in the Arabic linguistics, their suitability and 

function 

 
Hussain Alawi Salem Al- Hebshi 

 

Abstract 

 
Various are used in the Arabic linguistics to describe prepositions which mark nouns with case. Some 

of these term are very common while some other terms are not so. The current study reveals that these 

terms are seven. They are jar “dragging to a certain direction ”,kafdh ” lowering”, aedhafah 

”genitive”, sifat “adjectives”, ”waslaat ”connections ”, mahaal ”places” and dhoroof ”adverbs”. 

It has been found that these terms are based on the function and effect of prepositions on word and 

their meaning. As prepositions have so many functions, many terms are given to them. For examples 

the term kafdh ”lowering”, is given to certain prepositions because of the phonetic function or the way 

these prepositions are articulated. These prepositions are produced through lowering the lower jaw. 

The terms jar “dragging to a certain direction”, aedhafah ”genitive”, sifat “adjectives”, and waslaat 

”connections ” are based on semantic and contextual functions such as imparting of the meaning of 

the verbs to their nouns as it is the case with the prepositions termed as aedhafah and waslaat ;giving 

meaning of “staying” or performing functional meanings such as adverbs and partitive as it is case 

with those prepositions termed as adjectives. 

The study indicates that terming certain prepositions mahaal ”places” and dhoroof  ”adverbs” is a 

mistake that may be attributed to the fact that some grammarians confused prepositions with nouns. 

The current study proves that terming these prepositions as jar is more appropriate than terming them 

as mahaal and dhoroof since the term jar includes both the articulatory function and the semantic 

contextual function. 

  


