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Introducing the most Important References of Arabic Morphology  

 

Abdullah Saleh Ba-Bair*   

 

Abstract 

Arabic Morphology first occurred as various issues in the general books of syntax particularly in 

Sibaweih's book which included morphological issues but these morphological issues were not classified 

or well-organized. After the publication of the book of Sibaweih, a lot of books were written which 

included the morphological issues, their classifications, rules and examples. The researcher in the current 

study classified these books into three types: 

1- General books of syntax such as Al-Mogtadhab (written by Al-Mubarrad), Al-Mufassal (written by Al-

Zamakhshary), and Irteshaaf Al-aldharab (written by Abi-Hayaan). 

2- Specialized Morphological books such as Altasreef (written by Al-Mazani) and Ibin-Jinni's explanation 

of this book, Shaafiah (written by Ibin-Alhaajib) and Alradhi's explanation of it and Almumtana an 

alsaraf (diptote) written by Ibin-Asfoor. 

3- General books of language such as Al-Khasaias written by Ibin –Jinni and Al -    muzher written by Al-

Sayuti. 

During development of morphology, its rules, chapters and subjects were improved and well organized in 

various ways according the authors' methodologies and purposes. In addition to this, the morphological 

items were presented and supported with evidences, examples, citation, justification and explanation. 

Sibaweih was a pioneer in writing about morphological issues. He mentioned them while dealing with 

syntax and parsing. Then Al-Maazini put all these rules in a separate book that deals only with 

morphology. This book was explained elaborately by Ibin-Jinni in a book entitled Al-Munsif which later 

became one of the most reliable sources of morphology. Studying morphology was further developed 

byIbin Al-Haajib in his book Al-Shaafiah which was well explained and organized by Al-Radii. After that 

Abu-Hayian wrote Irteshaaf Al-Dharab in which he employed a new technique which had not been used 

before in chaptering and organizing the morphological items. He first dealt with sounds then morphology 

and finally syntax exactly as modern linguists do nowadays. Finally Al-Sayuti wrote Hama Al-Hawamain 

which the morphological issues reached theirlast stage of development regardingorder, organization and 

generalization. The book has a conclusion about the Arabic fonts inspired by Shaafiat Ibin Alhaajib. 

As far as the general books of language are concerned, they have their own ways of presenting the 

morphological items and   examples. In these books the explanation and justification of the morphological 

items is included within the description of the general characteristics of Arabic.                                                                                             
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