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Composing the Character
at the novel ""Sallamat Alqis'' of Ali Ahmed Bakatheer

Ali Yousif Othman Ati*

Abstract

Ali Ahmed Bakatheer is considered one of the pioneering writers of Islamic literature in the Arab world.
He managed to employ the aesthetic literary works such as poetry, plays, or novels at their best to serve
the Islamic ideology.

We, in our turn, would like to discover this aesthetic touch through this critical reading to Bakatheer's
narrative work entitled Sallamat Algis. We rationally realize the importance of this critical work that aims
at disclosing the aesthetic paradoxes and indications in the narrative texts as the work in question.
Composing the character in the narrative work is a very complicated process. However, the narrator have
skillfully and easily managed to compose his characters. To achieve this goal, he relied on several
elements that reflected the resolute links of the character's internal and external appearance, the
psychological condition, excitement and successive mysteries, the inner monologue and dialogue. Other
things that contributed in building the character are the factors like prediction, recall, inclusion, different
spatial and time overlap, the alternate portrayal of the past and present and their relationship with the
short-term and long-term future. These factors have all helped in developing the links among the
characters which play their roles in the narrative process. Bakatheer's splendid creativity was shown in
mastering the language and in his skillful and harmonious use of words to produce a wonderful style and
accurate portrayal of his characters.

* Assistant professor of Arabic Literature and Criticism Hadhramout University Faculty of Education - Seiyun
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