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National role of non-government institutions in Hadhramaut from the
4rd decade to the 7th decades of the twentieth century: al-Okhuwah & al-
Muawanah association as an example

Sadiq Omar Maknoon*
Abstract

Non-government institutions in Hadhramaut have competently contributed in spreading knowledge and
education, and in arousing national and Islamic awareness. The most influential non-government
association in Hadhramaut was al-Okhuwah & al-Muawanah which was initially established in Tarim and
later stretched out its activities to the other parts. The main objective of this research paper is to
investigate the role of this association in the advancement of modern Hadhramaut, its role in arousing
national and Islamic awareness in the Hadhrami community and its role in struggle against the British
occupation. The findings of this paper showed that non government institutions in Hadhramaut, such as
associations and clubs, had a great impact on spreading national and Islamic awareness and on struggle
for gaining independence. This research paper revealed that al-Okhuwah & al-Muawanah was national
Hadhrami association that comprehended its local community, maintained its identity and aimed for its
advancement. It was found also that it was an Islamic association that believed in the inclusive meaning
of Islam which is closely linked to peoples’ economic, social, cultural and political aspects. The
association also showed a special attention to education and the spread of knowledge as a means towards
freedom and development. It has been found also that in their political activities, this institution did not
target power but rather they aimed to enjoin the good and forbid the evil. They worked to undertake
duties ignored by the state, worked towards awakening the people and the country and strived for freedom
and independence. This research employed the historical method using a number of significant resources

and references.
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