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Trade connections between the kingdoms of
South Arabia and India

Saeed Salmeen Omar Bela'feer Fawzi Salem Ahmed Ba'abad

Abstract

India has been integrated into relations with most of the countries of the ancient Near East from the
earliest times. The countries of the ancient Arabian Peninsula, especially the countries of the south
(ancient Yemen), were at the forefront of these relations. In addition, they were an indispensable mediator
in connecting India with the rest of the countries of the ancient Near East. Moreover, they influenced
Indian goods, along with local goods, that is, the goods of the southern Arab kingdoms, such as
frankincense, myrrh, and others, which had a great influence in establishing a tight organization of trade
exchange between the countries of the ancient Near East. This trade was one of the reasons for the
expansion of communication between countries, and a reason for the establishment of many trade routes,
which linked seaports to each other, such as the connection of the ports of the kingdoms of the southern
Arabian Peninsula to the ports of the Arabian Gulf, Egyptian ports, and Indian ports. Moreover, internal
roads flourished and multiplied, linking all parts of the ancient Near East. They increased the movement
of inter-caravan trade in the ancient Near East region, provided many areas of commercial work.
Consequently, many small centers revived, grew, and established their economies as they grew and
expanded commercial activity. There is no doubt that many archaeological, inscriptional and other
evidences found inside and outside the southern Arab countries, including India, confirm the extent of the
historical and cultural relations and connections that bind them to each other, resulting in effective and
active civilizational and cultural communication and interaction.
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