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The Efforts of Sheikh Al-Islam Ibin Taymiyyah in Responding to
Philosophers Deviating from Affirming Islamic Doctrine Sources:
Qura'an, Sunnah, and Ijma‘a

Saleh Bin Jubair

Abstract

The research explores the efforts of Sheikh Al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah responding to philosophers
who make deviations concerning the Islamic Doctrine Sources. Sheikh Al-Islam lbn Taymiyyah
May Allah have mercy on him, was skillful in refuting opponents and upholding the doctrine of
Sunnah and Al-Jamaa‘'ah scholars. In his responses to philosophers, he employed his own
approach and adhered to his school of thought. The research includes an introduction, three main
sections, and a conclusion. The introduction discusses the concept of philosophy and its
adherents. The first section addresses their opinions on the oneness of divinity, the second
section examines their views on the oneness of lordship, and the third section explores their
opinions on the oneness of hames and attributes. Key findings revealed that philosophers lack a
unified doctrine and do not agree on anything; they represent diverse and varied schools of
thought. Sheikh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah deliberately confronted philosophers in their
misguidance regarding the oneness of divinity using reason, which they highly esteemed. Some
philosophers classified certain practices as associating partners with Allah involving the
worshiping of celestial bodies and idols and outlined the perceived benefits of such polytheism,
asserting that these deities were not exclusively for Allah. However, the well-known method
among later Muslim philosophers to prove the necessary existence of God involves reasoning
from the possible to the necessary or affirming the existence of the necessary being based on the
existence of absolute existence. In addition, ancient philosophers employed both methods.
Moreover, philosophers before Aristotle were believers in the existence of a Creator and the
occurrence of events and attributes by Him, and they state that the world came into existence.
However, they differ from Muslims regarding the essence and description of this affirmation as
well as the terms expressing this reality .

Keywords: Sheikh Al-Islam, response to philosophers, doctrine, Ibn Taymiyyah, monotheism.
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