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The Extent of Using Social Networking Sites by the Teaching Staff and
Assistants in the Educational Process at Hadhramaut University

Shadha Saleh Khamis Jaber Saeed Mohammed Atout Bawazir
Abstract

The current research aimed to identify the extent of using social networking sites by the teaching staff and
assistants in the educational process at Hadhramaut University. Moreover, it aimed to know the obstacles
facing their use and the proposed mechanisms to activate these sites in education. In order to achieve the
study aims, a sample of (195) members of the teaching staff and their assistants was selected. A
questionnaire was also constructed that included three categories: the use of social networking sites by the
teaching staff and assistants in the educational process - mechanisms for activating social networking
sites in education - obstacles facing the use of social networking sites in the educational process. The
results showed that the use of social networking sites by the teaching staff and assistants was at a
moderate level. The total average of use was (1.9727) or 65.71%. Further, the results showed that sending
assignments by the professor using social media networks and providing a high-speed internet network at
the university were among the most important mechanisms for activating social media networks in
education at Hadhramaut University. The most important obstacles to use these sites included the lack of
availability of reliable sources of knowledge through social media sites, the unavailability of a tool to be
used by teaching staff and assistants in social communication due to difficult living conditions.
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