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The Reality of Death among Sunnis and theologians

Saleh bin Ali al-Rashidi

Abstract

This research deals with the reality of death according to Ahl al-Sunnah wal-Jama“ah and the theologians.
It aims to clarify the differences between the two schools in defining the death issue, and to distinguish
between the real disagreement and the verbal disagreement about it. The research includes an introduction
in which the problem of the research, its questions, objectives, and significance are explained. The
preface deals with the definitions of the scholars of Al-Sunnah and Al-Jama'ah, and the theologians. The
preface is divided into two parts: The first part discusses the reality of death according to scholars of Ahl
al-Sunnah wal-Jama“ah, while the second part discusses the reality of death according to the theologians
of the Mu’tazilites, Ash’aris, and Maturidiyya. The study adopts the method of induction, comparison and
criticism. The research reached some results, the most important of which is that death is an existential
matter, which is the separation of the soul from the body, both apparent and hidden. However, there are
differences in the nature of the soul the thing that necessitates disagreement regarding the reality of its
death. A dead person dies at his ordained time, and all causes are equal. Theologians have agreed on the
interpretation of the hadith about the slaughter of death. The study recommends the importance of raising
awareness of the various types of disagreement, distinguishing matters of ijtihad from those that lead to
misguidance. It also proposes conducting a research study on "The Reality of Death among Muslims and
Sects Affiliated with Islam ".

Keywords: death - Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama'ah — theologians.
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