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Death and the Barzakh Life: A Doctrinal Study
Abdullah Brik Awadh Baltayour

Abstract

After praising Almighty Allah and sending peace and blessings upon His trustworthy Prophet, this
research, entitled "Death and the Barzakh Life: A Doctrinal Study," explores the concepts of death and
the intermediate (Barzakh) life from a doctrinal perspective. These unseen matters have long been absent
from the forefront of human thought, and in order to avoid confusion and deviation in understanding
them—particularly the Barzakh life—this study draws upon the verses of Allah and His mercy towards
His servants to offer clarity, elaboration, and explanation of hidden cosmic truths, while withholding their
specific modalities, as these are part of the divine test and trial decreed by Allah upon His servants on
earth. This is the immutable way (Sunnah) of Allah in His creation, a way that no human can alter or
replace. The research is structured into an introduction, three main sections—each consisting of two
subsections—and a conclusion that presents the key findings and recommendations. The study aims to
clarify the definition of death in Islamic texts and according to Muslim scholars. It also seeks to examine
the agony of death as portrayed in the Qur’an and forensic medicine, and to elucidate the Islamic ruling
on the end of human life, affirming that death is the transition of the soul from this worldly life to the
Barzakh realm.The study revealed that death is a real existential state created as the opposite of life. A
human being dies when their soul departs and their self is taken by the Creator, Almighty Allah.
According to Muslim scholars, death is defined as the complete separation of the soul from the body, as
evidenced by the physical signs of death. Death is not absolute non-existence; rather, it is a transition
from the worldly abode to the Barzakh realm, which, through divine wisdom, has been made a place of
trial—followed by either bliss or torment. The study also revealed that security in the Barzakh life varies
depending on its context—sometimes it means safety from fear, and at other times, protection from
physical or spiritual torment. It further showed that Allah has prepared various forms of bliss in the
Barzakh life, including glad tidings of Paradise, peace, and comfort. Finally, the study affirmed that death
is an inevitable reality—it is not a matter of the unseen knowledge, but a visible truth that unfolds before
our very eyes and touches even those closest to us.
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