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The Use of Conditional Article "lau" in the Prophetic Sunnah Speeches:
A Study of Contexts and Legal Meanings

Belal Hamid Yahya Al-Rawhani

Abstract

This research addresses an important linguistic and doctrinal phenomenon represented in the Prophet’s
use of the particle “lau () ”"in the Prophetic Sunnah, in light of the explicit prohibition against uttering
“law” in certain contexts due to its psychological and faith-related impact in opening a door for Satan and
weakening contentment with divine decree. This is contrasted with other authentic Hadiths in which the
Prophet used “lau” in legitimate contexts. The researcher sought to collect the Prophetic Hadiths that
included either the prohibition or the usage of the particle “lau”. The researcher, then analyzed them in
terms of context, meaning, and purpose. After that he inductively examined their linguistic and legal
implications, clarifying the distinguishing criteria between permissible and prohibited usage, relying on
the books of Hadith, their commentaries, linguistic references, and works on the objectives of Islamic law.
The study concluded that “lau” is not absolutely prohibited, but rather it is forbidden when it indicates
discontent or objection to divine decree, and it is permissible when used for explanation, instruction, or
legitimate regret. This highlights the eloquence and wisdom of the Prophet in employing linguistic tools
to serve the higher objectives of the Sharia.

Keywords: Law (), prohibition, Prophetic Sunnah, divine decree, opens the work of Satan.
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