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The Social Impact of Online Rumors on Female University Students: An
Applied Study on Female Students at Hadhramout University

Amani Abdulrazzaq Baghreib Maryam Saqqgaf Al-Aidaroos

Abstract

The study sought to answer several questions regarding the social impacts of electronic rumors on female
university students, including: What are the reasons behind the spread of electronic rumors on social
media from the perspective of female university students? How do female university students interact
with electronic rumors circulating on social media? What are the social effects of spreading electronic
rumors among female university students? What are the possible ways to combat electronic rumors from
the perspective of female university students? To answer these questions, the study used the social survey
method, conducting a comprehensive census of female students at the College of Women, Hadhramout
University. The total number of students at the time of data collection was 532, and a questionnaire was
used as the primary data collection tool. The study sample consisted of 357 students. The most important
results of the study are the following:

1- The primary reason for the spread of electronic rumors is the lack of awareness among community
members and the absence of strict legislation against their dissemination. Additionally, the rapid
expansion of social media across all segments of society, without restrictions or sufficient awareness of
associated risks, has contributed to the spread of this phenomenon.

2- Female students do not trust the accuracy of news and rumors on social media due to their academic
and intellectual maturity. Moreover, their use of these platforms is primarily for entertainment and
educational purposes, without violating laws or ethical values.

3- Electronic rumors drain young people’'s energy on unproductive matters, negatively affecting social
values and traditions while contributing to an increase in crime and moral corruption.

4- The most effective way to combat electronic rumors is the establishment of a specialized governmental
body to track and counter them, continuous monitoring of rumor-spreading channels and reporting them,
and stricter legal penalties against rumor mongers.
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