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Stylistic Phenomena in Socotri Proverbs

Ahmed Salem Saleh Al-Amri

Abstract

The Socotri language is an ancient language with close ties to South Arabian languages and Semitic
languages, possessing its own characteristics and features that distinguish it from others. Its richness is
evident in various literary fields such as poetry, stories, and proverbs. This study specifically focuses on
Socotri proverbs, analyzing their linguistic phenomena, including simplicity, avoidance, the presence of
difficult lexicographic words, symbolic, religious, and Arabic terms, the use of dialogue, and adaptability
to modernity. It also examines objective phenomena in Socotri proverbs, touching on environmental
topics, customs, traditions, ethics, the rarity of variation in speech, discussions about women, and the
existence of well-known sayings that have become part of the proverbs' course. The study comes up with
several findings and recommendations, highlighting that the language of proverbs is a solid language that
nurtures society with values and good deeds. Many proverbs have disappeared along with numerous
Socotri language terms. Therefore, the research recommends documenting and encouraging scholars to
study and teach them to future generations.

Keywords: Socotri language - proverbs - style - themes - customs and traditions.
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