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ABSTRACT

Knowledge is poor about feeding behavior of many shark species. even less is
known about shark feeding habits in Gulf of Aden. In this study stomach contents of
157 Blacktip shark Carcharhinus limbatus were examined during commercial shark
marketing operations in Mukalla fish landing site by using 3 methods : percent
frequency of occurrence (%0), percent composition by number (%N), and percent
composition by weight (%W), in addition to the Index of Relative Importance
i (IRI).Empty stomachs were not included in the data analysis and prey items were
identified to the lowest possible taxon. The result showed that 77% of the Blacktip

stomachs contained prey items with low Index of relative Fullness (%IRF) ranging
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from 0.002 to 0.26 as a result of regurgitation of stomach contents or specific

competition.

ey

The stomach contents of Blacktip shark Carcharhinus limbatus were teleost fishes,
which occurred in 79 %, followed by crustacean with 12.9 %, followed by
elasmobranch 9% and mollusca 4.6%. The major prey item in terms of percent
number, occurrence, weight, and importance for Blacktips was the Selar

crumenophthamus. From the results it could be concluded that all shark size classes
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exhibited a high level of dietary overlap due to a similarity in their diets and the

competition between different size.
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